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ltaly and Japan strengthen bond

At a press con-
ference at Palazzo Chigi in Rome, Ita-
ty, following a bilateral meeting with
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida,
ftalian Prime Minister Mario Draghi re-
called the importance of strengthening
the industrial partnership between ltaly
and Japan, especially in the field of re-
newable energy. In an effort to reduce
dependence on Moscow in the energy
sector in the face of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, Draghi cited rapid invest-
ment in renewable energy as an impor-
tant goal, but included the life scienc-
es sector in his priority list: “We need
to strengthen our industrial partnerships,
especially in the fields of renewable en-
ergy, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals,
robotics and aviation,” Draghi said af-
ter the meeting beginning of May. Japan,
for its part, wants to generate between

36 and 38 percent of its energy from re-
newable energy sources by 2030, for
which it sees cooperation with ltaly as
promising. “Our governments are work-
ing to support the further development
of cooperation between companies in
areas such as renewable energy and
connectivity,” Kishida added. In recent
years, the alliance between [taly and Ja-
pan has grown mainly through coopera-
tion in business and trade. Earlier in the
day, Kishida met with Pope Francis in
the Vatican. The last time that the Japa-
nese prime minister visited the Pope at
the Vatican was in 2014. Italy was the
first stop of Kishida’s visits to the Eu-
ropean states of Vatican City, ltaly and
Britain.

With a trade volume of around 12 bil-
lion euros in 2021, Japan is Italy’s second
largest market in Asia.



